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Faculty Senate Meeting
Minutes DRAFT
February 17, 2022
1:00 to 3:00 p.m.
Virtual Meeting (Zoom)
Senators in Attendance:
X

Alozie, E. (CAS)

X

He, T. (COB)*

X

Tymkow, C.
(CHHS/UCC) *

X

Buehler, A. (CHHS)

X

James, D. (CAS)

X

Valgoi, M. (COE)

X

Can, A. (COE)*

X

Manprisio, R. (CAS)

X

Vanderpool, C. (COB)

Sab. Cipra, A. (COE)

X

Mengova, E. (COB)

X

Vining, J. (CAS)

X

Cummings, M.
(COE)*

X

Muhammad, R.
(AL/CAS)

X

Vujaklija, A.
(AL/COE/APRC)*

X

Ermasova, N. (CAS)

X

Peng, L.-W. (COE)*

X

Wadhwa, S. (CHHS)

Golland, D.
(AL/CAS)*

X

Rekter, N. (CHHS)

X

White, C. (CAS/IPC)*

Goode, J. (CAS)

X

Romanowski, C. (UL)*

X

Wright, L. (COE) Sp22

Guimond, P. (CAS)

X

Spencer, S. (CHHS)*

X

Tweddle, C.
(AL/CAS/GE)*

X

Zell, M. (AL/CHHS)

X

Kerns, T. (Unit B)

X

Winicki, B. (Emeritus)

* = Faculty Senate Executive Committee, Standing Committee Chairs
Others Present:
J. Allan, C. Bradford, S. Cervantes, M. Chun, D. Conrad, C. Didion, C. Green, G. Grumbach, M. Hart,
R. Johnsen, S. Jones-Harper, A. Kelly, A. Manrique, D. Rhea, A. Sarkisian, C. Sexton, J. Sopiarz, D.
Swanson, E. Sterner
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I. Call to Order and Approval of Agenda
The meeting was called to order, with quorum, by Faculty Senate President Cummings at 1:01
p.m. Senator He made motion to approve the agenda; Senator Muhammad seconded. Agenda
approved by unanimous voice vote.
II. Approval of Appointments
o Faculty Senate President Cummings presented the candidates for appointments:
C. Romanowski (UL senator); L. Wright (COE senator); M. Valgoi (COE
senator); F. Karadogan (COE representative General Education Council).
o Appointments approved by unanimous voice vote.
o Faculty Senate President Cummings welcomed newly appointed senators.
III. Presentation by Interim Dean UL Dennis Swanson
o Dean Swanson was introduced by Faculty Senate President Cummings.
o Dean Swanson spoke about his plans for the UL. He made the following points:
o GSU UL system is “top flight”
o He plans to involve faculty and department heads as much as possible (e.g.,
making decision about VHS and DVD media collection items.
o He plans to pursue grant writing as funding source.
o He believes “the library is the hub of the university.”
IV. External Reports
A. Administration
University President Green
o President Green spoke about GSU’s COVID mitigation measures. We will
continue to be “safe and thoughtful.” The Governor’s mask mandate ends at the
end of February, but this does not include K-12. There are multiple MOUs
agreements between GSU and UPI.
o President Green stated there will be a reception for incoming Provost Schneller
when she arrives in March. Also, there will be a luncheon for Greek Life
organizations on March 1.
o Regarding budget, President Green stated that testimony in Springfield went
well. Legislators asked questions about measures taken for student health and
support during the pandemic.
o President Green stated that the GSU has received $100,000 from the estate of a
former professor in COE.
o President Green stated there will be a ceremony for the opening of Illinois
Blackhawk Hall of Fame on February 24.
o Finally, President Green noted that the commencement on May 14 will be inperson. There will be a discount on rental of academic regalia available.
o Senator Goode noted that planning work had been done by the Ad Hoc Greek
Life Exploration Committee. President Green requested minutes from the
committee’s meeting be forwarded to her.
Interim Provost Sexton
o Interim Provost Sexton noted that there is a link to a commencement
participation form in her memo regarding commencement. Also, the $200
discount for rental of academic regalia applies only to approved vendor.
o Interim Provost Sexton stated that there will be a Women’s History Month
presentation on March 3 at 10:00 a.m.
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o Finally, Interim Provost Sexton spoke about GSU’s transition to 6-week
Summer Bridge program and co-requisite courses to provide support for
freshmen.
VP Administration and Finance Bradford
o VP Bradford spoke about the Illinois state budget situation. He noted that Gov.
Pritzker has requested an increase to higher education, including a $122 million
increase to MAP, which will increase the maximum individual award from
$6468 to $8500. Also, MAP funds will be available for summer coursework.
o Gov. Pritzker has proposed a 5% increase to all public higher education
institutions. This is lower than the 8% requested by GSU. Nevertheless, GSU
supports the Governor’s budget proposal.
o VP Bradford noted that IT will host a virtual townhall in March after spring
break. He stated that GSU’s IT team has been efficient and productive during
the time of extra demands created by the pandemic situation.
o Finally, VP Bradford noted that all should complete the IT Security Training by
the end of February. Currently, 60% have completed the training.
B. University Professionals of Illinois Chapter President Hart
o UPI President Hart encouraged all to participate in commencement.
o UPI President Hart stated that preparation for negotiations has started. Currently,
work is being done on ranking issues to address during negotiations. He also
noted that, rather than one general meeting, there will be three, group-specific
meetings.
C. Student Senate President Manrique
o Student Senate President Manrique reported that the Student Senate is working
on preparations for Student Senate elections and for voter-registration events.
She also stated that the proposed university policy on emails has been discussed
by the Student Senate.
D. Civil Service Senate President Jones-Harper
o Civil Service Senate President Jones-Harper reported that they had been
working on re-establishing committees. This includes electing a governance
committee and electing an employee grievance committee.
(External Reports completed at 1:45. Administration left the meeting.)
V. Reports
A. Committee Reports
Executive Committee
o See written report in packet.
o Faculty Senate President Cumming pointed out that there are ongoing
discussions with the Faculty Professional Development Committee and the
Institutional Wellness Committee to coordinate existing programs for mentoring
new faculty members.
University Curriculum Committee
o See written report in packet.
o UCC Chair Tymkow reported that a subcommittee has been formed to
explore a possible UCC manual and another subcommittee has been
formed to explore possible revisions of forms.
o UCC Chair Tymkow pointed out the note in the written report clarifying
the process for RMEs and RNUIs vis a vis reviews by AMPC. Those

4
submissions already in process will be reviewed by UCC if courses do
not need 5-year reviews. New submissions must go to AMPC first.
Institutional Policy Committee
See written report in packet.
o IPC Chair White stated that there are four policies on which the Faculty
Senate will vote:
Policy 5 Academic Grievance revisions, Policy 16 Graduate
Studies revisions, Policy 29 Study Plan/Degree Audit for
Undergraduate Students deprecation, Policy 15 Freshmen
Placement deprecation.
Policy 5
o IPC Chair White noted that Policy 5 proposed revisions include
expanded definitions section, edits for consistent use of language,
addressing situations/scenarios not included previously, and deletion of
non-academic grievance material.
o Senator Winicki asked about language in II, A. She suggested that
“allegations of” be inserted before “arbitrary” in the first sentence.
Senators Muhammad and Tymkow agreed that the suggested edit should
be made. IPC Chair White made the edit in proposed text.
o Senator Tweddle asked about use of “calendar days” rather than
“working days” in III, B, 1. IPC Chair White made the edit in the draft.
o Senator Vujaklija noted that a similar use of “calendar days” appears in
III, C. IPC Chair White made the edit to “working days.”
Policy 16
o Senator Muhammad made the motion to approve the edited proposed
revision of Policy 5; Senator Vining seconded. The edited proposed
revision of Policy 5 was approved by unanimous voice vote.
o IPC Chair White noted that the revision of Policy 16 will reduce
minimum credit hours for master degrees from 32 to 30 beyond the
bachelor degree. He stated that this change was requested by faculty in
COB. Their competing accounting programs offered by other Illinois
public universities require 30 hours.
o The change has been approved by GSU’s Graduate Studies Council.
o Senator Muhmmad noted that this change in Policy 16 does NOT require
all programs be reduced in credit hour; it simply provides the option.
o Senator Wadhwa made the motion to approve the proposed revision of
Policy 16; Senator Spencer seconded. The revision of Policy 16 was
approved by unanimous voice vote.
Policies 29 and 15
o IPC Chair White presented the two policies recommended for
deprecation: Policy 29 Study Plan/Degree Audit for Undergraduate
Students (no longer needed) and Policy 15 Freshmen Placement (not an
accurate reflection of procedures). Senator Winicki asked about possible
future policies for these topics. IPC Chair White stated that this is really
procedural and subject to state requirements, so the catalogue is the more
appropriate place for this information.
o Senator Muhammad made the motion to deprecate Policies 29 and 15;
Senator Tweddle seconded. Deprecation of the policies was approved by
unanimous voice vote.

5
o IPC Chair White presented proposed amendment of the Faculty Senate
Bylaws. The amendment proposes that the Bylaws reflect the IPC
Definition Statement approved November 2021 (“IPC Clarification of
Role in Institutional Policy Process”). The amendment is presented for
discussion at today’s meeting and will be presented for vote during the
March Faculty Senate meeting.
o Senator Winicki asked that she be allowed to participate in the
discussion regarding revision of Policy 35 Emeritus Policy and Policy 42
Benefits for Retired Professors. IPC Chair White stated he would have
subcommittee members contact Senator Winicki.
Academic Program Review Committee
o See written report in packet.
o APRC Chair Vujaklija noted that there are two vacancies on APRC: one
for COE and one for COB. She encourages faculty members who need
service activities to become involved.
o APRC Chair Vujaklijas pointed out the APRC process outlined in the
written report. She also noted, regarding cyclical review reports, APRC
has discussed possible revisions in the report form, including how to help
connect the programs to the university’s mission, etc.
o Finally, APRC Chair Vujaklija spoke about the role of APRC’s designee
to AMPC.
General Education Council
o See written report in packet.
o General Education Director Tweddle noted that work on assessments is
continuing and staffing of the Summer Bridge courses will begin in the
next few weeks.
Institutional Wellness Committee
o Institutional Wellness Committee Co-Chair Kelly stated that a survey
instrument, revised based on previous feedback, is being developed.
Institutional Research is helping with this work.
o Faculty Senate President Cummings noted that it was reported at the
Council of Illinois Faculty Senate Presidents that many faculty members
are not aware of existing support services.
B. Optional Reports
Illinois Board of Higher Education-Faculty Advisory Committee
Faculty Senate President Cummings (alternate for IBHE-FAC) announced that
GSU will host the IBHE-FAC tomorrow (Feb. 18). President Green will be
present to welcome IBHE-FAC members. In addition, there will be a
presentation on GSU’s Dual Degree Program.
Graduate Studies Council
o Senator Muhammad stated that the search for a replacement for Dean of
Graduate Studies Marak is moving along. The Graduate Studies Council
is focusing on development of a Graduate Students Handbook and
revision of the Graduate Studies Council Bylaws. A table of contents for
the handbook has been developed and members have been tasked with
work on specific parts of the handbook. Some of the work will have to
wait until the new provost and new dean of graduate studies are in place.
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o Senator Muhammad stated that grant funding has been used to hire a
consultant for developing marketing of graduate programs.
o Finally, Senator Muhammad reported that there are currently 89 graduate
assistants. Senator Vujaklija noted that there seems to be inconsistency
regarding compensation for graduate assistants. Senator Muhammad
stated that the standard is 6 credit hours tuition waiver, but stipends
awarded depend on unit budgets.
Institutional Review Board
o IRB Chair Grumbach reported that IRB is planning to hold “lunch and
learn” sessions, and input regarding topics is requested.
o IRB Chair Grumbach stated that there is concern about junior faculty
obtaining needed support in setting their research agendas. Apparently,
some junior faculty members believe IRB should provide this support.
o IRB Chair Grumbach reported that she will be stepping down in July.
The plan is to move to a co-chair organization. The new provost will
make the appointments of co-chairs.
Faculty Professional Development Committee
o Faculty Professional Development Committee Chair Cervantes reported
that a BlackBoard course (FACE Course) has been created to gather
information for faculty.
o FPD Chair Cervantes noted that CAES will have evening hours.
o Feedback on the previous Faculty Development Day is being analyzed.
FPD Chair Cervantes requested that ideas for fall 2022 topics/themes be
submitted.
o FPD Chair Cervantes announced multiple upcoming workshops.
VI. Old Business
Approval of September 2021 and January 2022 Faculty Senate Minutes
o Senator Winicki provided a few minor edits.
o Senator Muhammad made the motion to approve the minutes with edits; Senator
Vujaklija seconded. Minutes, with edits, were approved by unanimous voice voted.
VII. New Business
o Senator Muhammad announced the 33rd Annual African-American Read In will be held
virtually on February 28. A link will be sent.
o Faculty Senate President Cummings encouraged all to participate in commencement.
He pointed out that, due to spring break, the March Faculty Senate meeting will be on
the last day of March (March 31). He stated that Faculty Senate Vice President Peng,
under the guidance of Senator Tymkow, is preparing for the Senate elections.
VIII. Adjournment at 2:53 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Winicki

